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Internationalising the curriculum in 
STEM disciplines 
 
 

Its science. Its already international! 

 

(But teaching international students, well, there can 

be challenges)  
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Project motivation  
 
•to shift from international students as a problem to 

be solved to a rich and diverse learning resource 

•to validate student knowledge and experience and 

create classroom spaces in which international 

students can feel valued and authoritative 

•to encourage integration of UK and international 

students in teaching and learning practice 

•Enable students to engage in critical and ethical 

consideration of the application of disciplinary 

knowledge in specific geographical contexts 
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Global Voices pilot project: turning 
a ‘problem’ into an ‘asset’ 

Five courses:  

Four undergraduate: Sports Science, Pharmacology, 

Geography and Wildlife Conservation.  

One postgraduate: Bioscience 

 

Teaching ‘events’: class debate and country 

presentations  
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Set-up, implementation and review 

•pilot project was conducted from December 2016 

to June of 2017 

•Dedicated coordinator 

•Independent meetings with tutors and ‘Global 

Voice’ students 

•Focus on co-production of content between tutor 

and ‘Global Voice’ students 

•Pre- and post-activity interviews and focus groups 
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Outcomes 
All students and faculty members 

who participated in the study, 

reported that they would like to do 

similar again in the future 

6 

All participating students – both home 
and international – reported feeling more 
aware of the specific challenges in 
different parts of the world. 
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My contributions were valued.  After my presentation, 
the students were eagerly asking me questions. 
There was enthusiasm to know about my town and 
that gave me more happiness because they 
understood my presentation. The lecturer asked me 
some questions and I answered them. I gained lots of 
confidence first of all, more communication skills. 

(Global Voice Student) 



Before the debates in class there were segregation of people, 
UK people sit together and I am sitting with 2 or 3 of my 
friends from the same country. Before the debate we don’t 
interact that much, we don’t talk much. In class we say hi and 
that’s it. After the debate, if it’s in the bus, in the Pavilion, in 
the canteen if we see each other we try to talk to each 
other…we are friends on Facebook, so if our countries are 
playing any sport together we prank each other now! 

 

I feel more valued by participating because I got enough space 
to talk. They never laughed at my English, they never tried to 
laugh at my idea, they never tried to laugh at my knowledge. 
So in all aspects I think they valued me – every class member 
as well as the lecturer, even with my broken English. 

(Global Voice Student) 
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It’s interesting to see 
someone who lives there 
share their point of view. 
If were to visit, we 
wouldn’t always get this. 
 
It’s good hearing the 
positive side of things. 
Normally, what you hear 
about that part of world is 
always negative. 

 
(UK Students) 



International students show some of the things we 

talk about in science are a lot more complex, it (the 

Global Voices programme) will help some of my 

students break out of their Eurocentric, British 

centric way of looking at things (Science Academic) 
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Recommendations 

• Early start required 

• Clear guidance is needed to help Global Voice students prepare 

• Interactive activities were most beneficial in terms of opportunities 

for comparison and reflection 

• Useful if all students are asked to do some preparatory reading to 

maximise the value of discussion with the Global Voice 

• Academic staff need to be prepared to intervene and support Global 

Voice students 

• Attention should be given to off-setting feelings of ‘guilt and shame’ 

some Global Voice students may experience when an issue under 

discussion portrays their county/culture as somehow ‘backward’, 

‘corrupt’, or otherwise inferior/lacking.  
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